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22 May 2020 
 
To the Wonderful Year Three Parents 
 
I would like to say thank you to all the parents of children in Year 3 for your support, patience 
and your kind and positive messages over the last half term. It has been strange for all of us 
and challenging for many, but you have been understanding where I have made errors and 
forgotten to upload things as I have worked to get to grips with teaching remotely. 
 
After half term, I will be teaching in school every day as we will be re-open to some classes. I 
am personally very disappointed that Year 3 have not been asked to return – probably a lot 
more disappointed than some of your children! I would like you to rest assured that the 
education of the children in Year 3 is still my top priority, and I will continue to plan lessons 
carefully for them. 
 
As we go into the final period of the year, there would normally be a slight change in the way 
I teach the class and this will be reflected in the planning you received after half term.  
 
In Literacy, I would no longer be teaching new grammar/sentence structure content, but 
consolidating what has already been covered and setting individual targets for children to 
plug gaps in their learning. For this reason, there will be no new grammar work and 
handwriting practice will now be linked to spelling rather than grammar. Between us, we are 
in a unique position this year to individualise targets. In class, I set a target and then give a 
sticker to children who can achieve it three times in independent writing. Ideas for targets are 
below, you could devise your own reward system. 
 

All children 
(one star) 

 Sentences clearly demarcated with capital letters and full stops 

 1-2 spelling mistakes can be identified and corrected with adult help 

 Writing has clear content that can be read back by the child and 
generally makes sense 

 Main features of the genre are included (eg headings and subheadings in 
non-fiction writing) 

 When reminded, children can include one of the Y3 sentence types  

 Simple conjunctions (and, but, so) are used 

Most children 
(two stars) 

 Sentences clearly demarcated and question marks are sometimes used.  

 Inverted commas are used correctly for direct speech 

 1-2 spelling mistakes can be identified and corrected using a dictionary 
or spell checker 

 Writing has clear content that can be read back by the parent and makes 
sense 

 Most features of the genre are included (eg headings and subheadings in 
non-fiction writing)  

 Children can include at least one of the Y3 sentence types  

 Conjunctions (then because when which) are used to extend sentences 

 Paragraphs are used as indicated by the planning sheet 
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Some 
children 
(three stars) 

 Sentences clearly demarcated and question marks and exclamation 
marks are sometimes used.  

 Direct speech is correctly punctuated including the punctuation within 
the inverted commas and a new line for each new speaker 

 1-2 spelling mistakes can be identified and corrected independently by 
the child using a dictionary or spell checker 

 Writing has clear content that engages the reader 

 Features of the genre are included (eg headings and subheadings in non-
fiction writing)  

 Children can include a variety of the Y3 sentence types  

 Conjunctions (although until if yet) are used to extend sentences 
 
  
I am yet to find any online maths that does not simply repeat what has already been 
covered, therefore I will be continuing to produce video lessons and use the power maths 
books. Some of the questions in power maths may have to be adapted a little for your child, 
if they don’t understand them, and you are unable to explain then the question is probably 
too hard for your child at this stage, so leave that question out. We are still requesting that 
children do not actually write in these books as we wish to use them again next year. 
 
I am aware that the work set is very routine and follows the same format each day, where I 
believe that most children work better with a routine and like to have a clear timetable, this 
may not be the case for everyone. You know your child best. Indeed, it is clear from the 
thoughtful and insightful comments you are making on your emails, many of you know your 
child’s learning style incredibly well. My plans and resources are there to help, not to 
straightjacket. Feel free to adapt/change/throw out any of my ideas and use your own. If 
taking your child for a walk and then writing about a bird’s nest that you discovered works 
better for your child than a poem about the sea, then that is great! If they can read every 
day, do a little writing and some arithmetic practice, that is fine. At no point should you feel 
obliged to do all or any of the work set, especially if this is leading to conflict or stress within 
the family. 
 
I am here to support if you need individual help or advice on your child’s learning, please 
email or phone the office and I will get back to you as soon as I can. 
 
With my very best wishes to you and your children, 
 
 
Clare Green 
Classteacher 
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